Kester Smith
173 Shirebrook Road, Sheffield, S8 9RF
Mobile: 07838 076 847
Email: kes@kessmith.com 
Website: www.KesSmith.com 
DOB: 05/05/1986

Nationality: British
I am a dedicated, creative Animation Graduate working as a Graphic Designer in Sheffield. I am now seeking a place within the moving image community. A genuine love of collaboration and teamwork with like minded individuals means I fit in any team and enjoy the group effort. I have excellent understanding of ideas, as well as the ability to communicate and illustrate new ideas and concepts to a team, director or client. Creativity, imagination and innovation are my strongest tools, all too important when working to a brief.
EDUCATION

2005

The University of Wolverhampton 
-2008

Ba (Hons) Animation

Result 2.1

Modules included:

Character and Environment, Drawing and Observation, Experimental Animation with Image and Sound, Stop Motion, 3D Modelling and Rigging, Life Drawing, Creative Compositing
Skills developed:
· Advanced Stop-motion, Scene building, Lighting and Camera.

· Script development, Storyboarding and Animatic construction.
· Working from very strict briefs has taught me to focus on completing the task within defined guidelines. 
· Leading team projects in groups of 2-4 has expanded my ability to work well with others towards a common goal.
· Giving presentations to a group of 30 people including tutors. 
· 2D animation using pose-to-pose keyframing and straight-ahead techniques.

2002

High Storrs School, Sheffield
-2004

A Levels:
Design + Technology C
  English Language D   Computing C
1997

High Storrs School, Sheffield
-2002

GCSEs:
Passed 11 (7A, 3B, 1C) 
SKILLS & SOFTWARE
Flash
I started using Flash when I was 15, attended every short course available and followed every online tutorial I could find.

I now have more than ten years’ experience using Flash for animations, art and games. 

While at University, I was paid by my tutor to teach him Flash, for a piece of commercial work that he did not have the knowledge to complete. I received a special effects credit on the DVD for the piece, which was for a museum to loop as part of their display.

I am involved in a twice yearly Flash group event in London for users of Newgrounds.com to meet, socialise and collaborate on projects.

I have taught students and teachers in several local schools on a regular basis as well as assisting the running of day courses for children aged 8-16 while at University. 

I also taught a day class of school teachers for BBCi in Manchester

Photoshop
I have been using Photoshop for more than ten years and I use it daily in my current role as a Graphic designer.
I have used Photoshop for animation, in conjunction with flash, for image manipulation, photo edits, fine art, graphic design and stop motion rigging removal. I use it on a daily basis, constantly extending my knowledge and use of the program. 
I take part in and have won several weekly competitions on different websites based around Photoshop manipulations and original artworks.

Photography
My current job role involves a lot of photography and has inspired me to develop my skills as a photographer. I am responsible for photographing events and product launches used for press and publicity purposes as well as a huge amount of work for our website and flyers which I produce. 

I am also responsible for sourcing stock photographs when we do not have the necessary pictures. 

After Effects
I have more than four years of experience using After Effects. My learning began at university where we had an intensive beginner’s course and since then it has continued with advanced online tutorials and research as well as personal experimentation and practice.
I have used it for animation, motion graphics and special effects as a hobby as well as advanced compositing within my university work.

My entire final year project was completed with heavy use of after effects. I did an entire colour grade to give a dark warehouse mood, I duplicated characters and settings, inserted fake walls and lights, added special effects such as electricity and sparks and created all the titles and credits. 
This project gave me an extremely strong grasp of compositing and showed me the huge range of ways it can be used to enhance any project.
Maya/3DSMax
My degree had several components dedicated to 3D modelling, rigging and animation within Maya. I have also pursued 3DS Max in my spare time so I have a good knowledge of both. 

I have focussed primarily on animation within 3D, competing in online short monthly competitions and involving myself in discussions and message boards online.
Editing
I have a strong knowledge of Adobe Premiere, Final Cut Pro and editing in general. I enjoy editing and have a lot of experience editing my own and other peoples work for online use on YouTube and other video sites. 

I spent several weeks taking old footage from different sources and editing it in different ways to achieve different effects to train myself as I believe good editing is a very important skill.
Illustrator
This year I have taught myself to use illustrator as I believe it is a crucial and powerful tool for design. 
Traditional Art
I have good drawing and basic sketching skills appropriate for explaining ideas, storyboarding or conceptual designs.

I also have experience in sculpture, model making and painting.
I have painted large canvases, designed tattoos and constructed miniature sets so my art skills are extremely diverse.
Basic IT
I am fully competent with all aspects of Microsoft Office as well as being extremely computer literate generally.

I’m the guy in the office who people ask when they don’t know how to do something on the computer.
EMPLOYMENT
2010

The Source Skills Academy, Sheffield


- Present
Design and Marketing 

Responsible for:
· Photography and video production
· Graphic design in-house and for clients
· Liaising with clients for feedback
· Production of leaflets, flyers, DVDs

2008

BMI Healthcare, Cheadle


- 2009

Pre-Processing Worker 

Responsible for:

· Opening and organizing mail daily
· Delivering personal mail throughout the building
· Basic reception duties

2004

Currys/Dixons Call Centre, Sheffield


- 2005

Customer aftersales agent 

Responsible for:

· Answering calls from dissatisfied customers

· Responding to emails

· Processing orders for new customers

ACTIVITIES
Film
I love film from many different genres and am very strongly into discussion of film with friends and online. 
At school, I began a small but successful film club showing different classic films each week at a different person’s house followed by a discussion.

At my current job, I have continued this club which has been very popular with the staff.
Reading
I have been an avid reader since I was very young. I read anything from classics, to supernatural thrillers to children’s books. I think reading started my love of storytelling that has continued into my love of films and my own work in animation.
Hiking
I am keen on the outdoor world and enjoy hiking and camping in the peak district area.
In 2004, I completed the 200-mile Coast to Coast Hike over a fortnight in a group of seven, which I consider a great achievement. I hope to do another longer trek at some point to push myself even further.
Film Making
Though Animation is my main focus; I enjoy experimenting with short films, special effects and compositing techniques. I direct, shoot, edit and add effects myself and use my friends as actors. I think understanding each part of the filmmaking process is important no matter what sector you work in. I have learned a huge amount from each small project I have given myself.
REFERENCES
Academic –
Steve Arnott, School of Art and Design, The University of Wolverhampton, Wulfruna Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1LY Tel: 01902 321000
Email: S.P.Arnott@wlv.ac.uk 
Employer – 
Mike Denby, Business Communication Manager, The Source Skills Academy, 300 Meadowhall Way, Sheffield, S9 1EA

Email: Michael.denby@thesourceskillsacademy.co.uk 
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